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Itinerary South-West 
 

Begin at Tamaqua Train Station.  

 

Tamaqua Train Station - Former Philadelphia 
and Reading Railroad Station built in 1874 and 
operated as passenger station until the 1960s.  
Billions of tons of Anthracite Coal from the Mahanoy 
Valley passed this station during its existence.  In 
1877 and 1878, several of the Molly Maguires were 
transferred from this station before their burials. 
 

 
The Molly Maguire Walking Tour of Tamaqua - Available 
from the Tamaqua Historical Society or the Tamaqua Chamber of 
Commerce.  Molly Maguire sites include, the Benjamin Yost murder 
site, the John Kehoe Gravesite and the Odd Fellows Cemetery 
where two of the Molly Maguire victims are buried.  
 
Route 209 South to Pottsville. 

 
 

Newkirk Tunnel Historical Site - Located one half mile from Tamaqua.  The Newkirk 
Tunnel can be seen from the Highway.   A parking area and hiking trail head start at this 
point.  

 

Valley Furnace Historical Marker, New Philadelphia - 
Located on Route 209 just north of New Philadelphia, this marker 
makes note of the earliest use of Anthracite in the Iron Smelting 
process. 
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Schuylkill Canal Historical Marker and Schuylkill 
Canal Mural, Port Carbon - Located at the corner of Pine 
and Pike streets in Port Carbon, the Schuylkill Canal Historical 
Marker makes note of the head of the canal which was completed 
from Philadelphia to this point in 1828.  Port Carbon played a key 
role in the early shipping of Anthracite Coal to market.  A large 
oversized mural paints the picture of the canal and rail junction in 
the town. 

 
 

 

Firth Dock Historical Marker and Schuylkill Canal 
Ruins, Port Carbon - Historical Marker makes note of the 
Canal Dock at Port Carbon.  The canal walls can still be 
viewed from the highway near the historical marker. 

Pottsville.  
Henry Clay Monument - The Henry Clay Monument is situated 
overlooking the City of Pottsville near the southern gateway into town.  
During the 1830s and 40s, Senator Henry Clay supported protective tariff 
legislation on imported coal and manufactured iron from England.  Upon the 
death of Clay in 1852, Schuylkill County Industrialists erected a statue in his 
likeness as a tribute to his support for local coal mining and iron foundry 
industries.  
 

Historical Society of Schuylkill County, 305 North Centre Street - The 
Historical Society maintains a library and artifact collection relating to the local anthracite coal 
mining industry.  
 

Schuylkill County Jail, Sanderson Street - In 1877, the Schuylkill County Jail was 
the sight of the largest mass execution in Pennsylvania History when 6 Molly Maguires were 
hanged in one day.  Over the course of three years, 9 men were hanged by the neck behind 
the jail walls.  A bronze marker makes note of the Molly Maguires role in the local history.  
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Historic Mahantongo Street - The coal barons and local 
industrialists built many of their stately homes along 
Mahantongo Street in Pottsville.  A variety of architectural 
styles, including Victorian, Second Empire, Italianate, and 
Gothic Revival are found along this tree lined street.  Many of 
the mansions were owned by men who invested in the 
anthracite rich coal lands of Schuylkill County. 

 
To Minersville via Market Street/Route 209  
Minersville area.  

Coal Miner Statue, Intersection of Routes 209 and 901 - A 
solitary miner holding a safety lamp to the coal mine’s ceiling is 
featured in this one piece bronze sculpture near Minersville. 

 

 

Minersville - Named for the preponderance of coal 
miners in the community, this borough possesses a 
number of examples of eastern orthodox churches, and 
their typical magnificent domes.  Follow Front Street 
through Minersville toward Heckscherville 

 
 
 

Saint Nicholas Breaker, Duncott - A mile and a half north of Minersville, the Reading 
Anthracite Company’s New Saint Nicholas Breaker continues to sort and size the anthracite 
coal before it is sent to market by train and truck.  Typical breaker architecture, mining 
machinery and weigh scales can be viewed from a distance.  
 
Heckscherville - Continuing your drive, you will pass through what locals call the Irish 
Valley surrounding Heckscherville.  Turn of the century coal miners houses are scattered 
through the valley where thousands of Irish Immigrants came in the mid 19th Century.  
Mining reclamation projects can be seen during your drive through this valley.  
 

Follow the valley road to the intersection of Route 901 and continue your 
tour north toward Lavelle.  Follow Route 901 to the traffic signal north of 
Lavelle and continue to the left on 901 toward Shamokin and Route 61 
north.  Follow Route 61 north to Shamokin.  
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From Ashland, follow Route 54 east to Girardville.  

 

Hibernian House, Girardville - Located one block from Route 54 on 
Beech Street, the Hibernian House was a saloon operated by John J. 
Kehoe, who was accused of being the head of the Molly Maguires.  The 
Molly Maguires were accused of a number of murders in the coal region.  
The story ended when 20 men were hanged as Molly Maguires between 
1877 and 1879. 

Continue on Route 54 east through the former mining patches of Lost 
Creek, William Penn and Shaft to Shenandoah. 
  

Anthracite Miners Memorial, Shenandoah - Located 
at the intersection of Main and Washington Streets, the 
Pennsylvania Anthracite Miners Memorial stands as a 
monument to the thousands of men and families affected by 
the mining industry.  Three bronze relief panels depict different 
aspects of the miners’ lives. 

 
Follow Main Street (Route 924) to Centre (Route 54).  Turn left and travel 
east on Route 54 to Mahanoy City.  
 

 

Old St Nick Breaker, Mahanoy City - Two miles east of 
Shenandoah, the Old Saint Nicholas Coal Breaker stands as a 
monument to the Coal Breaker Technology and Architecture.  This 
coal breaker was constructed between 1930 and 1931 and served as 
a central breaker for the Mahanoy Valley mining operations.  This 
breaker operated until 1964 and was the second largest structure of 
its kind in the world. 

 
Continue on Route 54 east through Mahanoy City, home of the first cable television 
company in the world, and at one time one of the largest coal mining communities in 
the area.  
 
Route 54 continues to Interstate 81 where you can continue east on Route 54 to 
Tamaqua, or travel north on Interstate 81 to Hazleton and Wilkes-Barre for a tour of 
that region’s anthracite heritage sites.  
   


